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Venetian, aspired, not without success, to do for contemporary
Italian life what Moli&re had done for French. Carlo Goldoni
was born in 1707 in the city of Venice, and was trained to be a
lawyer. He spent his time, however, in reading the Greek and
Latin poets rather than law, and assiduously practised the
writing of plays. He first tried tragedies, but after 1736 turned
to comedy with Momolo the Courtier. An incessant stream of
light, graceful plays followed every year, once as many as six-
teen in a single year. The best, perhaps, is La Bottega di
Caffi, which depicts the characteristic life of the coffee-house,
as vivid an institution in Venice as in Paris and London, where
people talked, read, discussed the journals, sipped coffee, ate
sausage, and lounged away innumerable hours before they
sallied forth to their homes or to the play. In 1760 he removed
to Paris, where he lived to a frivolous, cheerful old age, dying
" unnoticed amid the chaos and darkness of '93."x
The beauty of the city, its temperate, healthy climate, its
pleasant inns and hotels, its cheerful, versatile people, its con-
certs, plays, and ffres, attracted all who could afford to come
when they sought rest, amusement, recreation. Emperors and
kings came in the eighteenth century—Joseph II and Leopold
II of Austria, Gustavus III of Sweden; German princes and
dukes; a Russian Grand Duke; English royal princes and
grand noblemen; men of letters, clergymen, scholars. The
Carnival, which opened every year on December 26, was a
European event. The Government gave permission for the
wearing of masks; the barriers of class were removed, as by a
magician's wand. All classes met and talked, ate and danced
together; and no one knew whether the mask concealed the
features of a great lady, a " bourgeois " girl, or even, it was said,
some nun who left the convent for the Carnival, to return like
Cinderella at a stated hour. There the Englishman William
Beckford was moved to imagine his strange Arabian tale Vathek,
published in 1787. Voltaire, when in his novel of Candide he
sends his heroes round the world, inevitably brings them to
Venice at the time of the Carnival in the year 1757. One
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